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Review of scheme 
 Established 2009  
 Reports to UKNEQAS Microbiology Steering Group 
 Scenarios cover Microbiology & Virology (2015) 
 Focus on pre-analytical, post-analytical & clinical 
 Supports 

 CPD 
 ISO15189:2012 
 Revalidation? 



Distributions 
 Educational scenarios based on real cases 
 Links to guidelines and SMIs 
 Peer review by scheme panel 
 Standard template: 

 Scenario 
 Investigations & results 
 Questions 

 One month later: 
 Answers (not formally scored) 
 Commentary and references 











Participants registered... & 
responses received 2009-12 



Breakdown of bi-monthly 
scenarios 2012-15 

 
Bacteriology  12 
Mycology   3 
Parasitology    2 
Virology   1 



Changes to scheme April 2015  
 Increase in frequency to monthly overall 
 Introduction of virology distributions (bi-monthly) 
 Q&As mainly MCQ format 
 Continues not to be scored at present, but…. 
 Discussions with RCPath Personal Proficiency  
 Working towards introducing scoring: 

 Ongoing assessment of results consensus 
 Exploring new web-based platform to collate scores 



Breakdown of monthly scenarios 
since April 2015 

 
Bacteriology  3 
Mycology  1 
Virology  4 



Active participation 2014-15 

Virology introduced 



Consensus scoring in 2015 
Distribution Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4 

May (V) 39% 59% 

June (M) 84% 64% 96% 38% 

July (V) 39% 62% 

Aug (M) 89% 86% 85% 29% 

Sep (V) 83% 98% 86% 

Oct (M) *75% / 96% 99% 95% 



Next steps 
 Survey participants re virology scheme 
 Move to new web platform 
 Collate generic info re participants 
 Monthly distribution reports 
 Provide individual feedback to participants? 
 Evidence for appraisal & revalidation? 



Questions 
 

? 
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