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Since the launch of this first scheme, UK NEQAS for Microbiology now provide purchased media reported by participants * Third specimen includes a faecal specimen
over 50 schemes covering bacteriology, mycology, virology, molecular and e Specimen 1: Isolation of E. coli 0111, medium of choice was * Reporting of results performed using an online secure platform
parasitology disciplines. Programmes offered range from qualitative, MacConkey, with two laboratories using Teepol agar * Each specimen is scored, with a maximum of 2 points for a fully ) | |
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being educational.  Reporting of results was completed by either phone or post month period
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of molecular technologies.

The first distribution of EQA specimens from UK NEQAS for Microbiology
were dispatched on 1 May 1971. The panel comprised of three specimens, E.
coli 0111, a dual pathogen of S. sonnei and Salmonella typhimurium and a |-
Salmonella typhimurium. A total of 67 participants reported results for this o
first distribution. A report for the same EQA scheme 50 years later maintains

the same number of specimens, however, participant numbers have now

Specimen - 6402 cun swab: Sweling and tendemess. Query celus. The presence of SIgNINCant PAINOQENE Was querned. Specimen contained
StaphylocoCCUS ALTBUS v SIaphyIoCOCCUS SDI0EMIIS.

The first microbiology distribution was the general bacteriology EQA, a scheme running to this day attracting large
participation numbers within Microbiology in the UK and worldwide. UK NEQAS for Microbiology continually
review processes to ensure services remain appropriate to clinical laboratories, responsive to laboratory needs and
distribute schemes which are ISO 17043 accredited. Over the next 50 years it is our aim to continue providing fit
for purpose and innovative EQA schemes ensuring continued and expanded access worldwide.
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In 1971 analysis of reported participant data included comparison of results sl

according only to the media type used. In 2021 histograms display the most i:“:::f::~wm~-wwmw

commonly used method to identify an organism, together with statistics to s R s CO NTACT
compare performance between participating laboratories. | Y. e
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